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HYPERTROPHY OF THE HEART CONSECU-
TIVE TO NERVE LESIONS.

Potain, in a recent clinical lecture, reported in the
Semaine Médicale, gives the details of several cases
of hypertrophy of the heart following painful lesions
of the brachial plexus. One of the patients was a

soldier, whose left arm had been amputated for an injury
received in the late Franco-Prussian War. This patient
long suffered from pain in the stump, from numbness
and contracture. A neuroma developed over the median
and ulnar nerves ; the pain and other morbid symptoms
were traced to this. There had long been palpitations
of the heart and other disturbances of this organ ; the
heart was also found to be markedly hypertrophied. The
precordial dulness measured 160 square centimeters,
and the apex-beat was found in the sixth interspace ;
all signs of valvular lesion and of kidney trouble were

wanting. Extirpation of the neuroma for a time
brought complete alleviation of all the morbid nerve-

phenomena, with removal of the cardiac disorders ;
afterwards there was a return of the old troubles,
which eventually disappeared after several séances of
galvanization of the brachial plexus.

Another case was that of an officer who had been
wounded in battle by a shell, an accident which neces-
sitated amputation of the left arm. A neuroma de-
veloped in the stump, attended with painful irradia-
tions and a notable hypertrophy of the heart. Resec-
tion of the tumor, a course of treatment by the brom-
ides, and a season spent at Bagnères resulted in a

complete cure.

A similar case appears in the reports of the Hôpital
Necker for 1881, and Lasègue, in his treatise on re-

flex cardiopathies of brachial origin, published in 1883,
reports the case of a patient of Dr. Caizergues, of i

Montpellier, who had brachial neuralgia and cardiac ;

hypertrophy consecutive to a neuroma of the left arm ; :

amputation of the tumor restored the patient to health, i

Potain quotes from Dr. Weir Mitchell a similar case

following a gun-shot wound, in which the ulnar nerve i

was involved, instances of a like nature seem now i

to be sufficiently numerous. i

Potain, after considering many possible explana-
tions, concludes that the mechanism of the hyper-
trophy is as follows : the reflex irritation, starting
from the brachial plexus, determines a diminution of
resistancesin the walls of the heart, which passively
gives way during diastole. The heart undergoes con-

stant distension and hypertrophies in consequence of
the extra effort required to expel the contents, which
are now spread over a larger surface than natural.

The prognosis may be regarded as favorable, all
the inconvenience resulting from the hypertrophy, and
even every trace of hypertrophy itself disappearing
with removal or suspension of the distant source of
irritation.

ANTIPYRINE IN THE TREATMENT OF
CHOREA.

Legroux has communicated to the Academy of
Medicine, Paris, the results of his treatment of cho-
rea by antipyrine. He claims remarkable success,
affirming that by the administration of antipyrine he
has been able to reduce to a period of from one to
three weeks (many of his cases getting well in a week),
the duration of a disease which ordinarily lasts from
sixty to ninety days.

His treatment is as follows : One gramme (fifteen
grains) of antipyrine is dissolved in twenty grammes
(five drachms) of syrup of bitter orange peel, and the
whole is administered at one dose. Three such doses
are given during the twenty-four hours. He con-

siders it perfectly safe to give this dose to a young
child, and all of Legroux's patients are now treated
in this way.

Legroux believes that antipyrine acts " by slowing
the oxidations in the nerve-centres, moderating ner-

vous excitability, and enhancing the elementary nu-

trition." By its sedative action on the spinal cord,
it has proved of use in the convulsions of strychnin-
ism, and recently Lemoiue has shown that some cases

of epilepsy have been markedly benefitted by antipy-
rine.

AN ENGLISH JUDGE'S IDEAS OF INSANITY.
Dr. Mercier reports in the Lancet of March 3d

an extraordinary case of judicial obtuseness or per-
verseness : A young epileptic blew out his sister's
brains with a discharge from a double-barrelled gun,
and slightly wounded himself with two shots from the
same gun. He then threw himself down two flights
of stairs and into a fireplace. On application of his
friends, two medical men were called to examine him,
of whom one was the physician and superintendent of
in insane asylum, and they reported that the young
man was undoubtedly insane. The counsel for the
3rown declined to call the two medical witnesses, and
when they were put on the witness-stand by the pris-
oner's counsel, the judge refused to allow them to
state their qualifications as medical experts, and even
declined to allow them to give their opinions as to the
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soundness or unsoundness of mind of the youth. The
judge would permit them to state only facts which
they had observed, and, as they could not remember
their exact conversation verbally with the prisoner,
they were not permitted to place before the jury any
indication as to their opinion of the case. The prose-
cuting counsel was strongly condemnatory of the
prisoner in his speech, and the judge, in his summing
up, even more so ; but the jury, although not allowed
to hear expert evidence, brought in a verdict of in-
sanity.

In speaking of his countrymen, a distinguished
diagnostician in London has called primary mental de-
terioration the " judge's disease." The first ruling in
the present case was that the medical men could tes-
tify to only facts, and not to opinions, as they were
called by the counsel for the defence, and not by the
crown. It was also ruled that the prisoner was sane

if he knew the nature and quality of the act that he
committed, and understood that it was wrong, and that
a verdict of "guilty, but insane," could not be returned
unless the jury found that the prisoner, at the time of
the crime, was suffering from a delusion such that
if the facts had been as he deludedly believed them
to be, he could legally have committed the act for
which he was tried.

A demented epileptic of twenty-one commits mur-
der because he has been treated so badly by " that
beast, his sister Constance, that he must put an end to
her life by shooting," to use his own words, and then
tries to kill himself, knowing that the penalty for
murder is hanging. In a note, found in his pocket,
he says : " Good-by to all, hoping you will all have a

happy time of it. Good-by, dear father and mother."
The only complaints made against his sister were that
she had not given him a newspaper when he asked
for it, and that she had passed him in the street with-
out speaking to him.

Fortunately, the jury could not doubt such evident
marks of insanity, even without expert testimony, in
spite of the judge and the counsel for the government.
Even the short delay in giving their verdict was
caused by a discussion whether or not to return to the
court-room and demand to hear the opinion of the
physicians as to the sanity of the prisoner.

THE EXECUTION OF CRIMINALS.
At a meeting of the New York Medico-Legal Society,

held March 14th, a committee, consisting of Drs. R.
Ogden Doremus, J. Mount Bleyer, Charles F. Stillman,
Messrs. Clark Bell and Frank H. Ingram, made a re-

port in regard to the best method of executing criminals
which reaches quite different conclusions from that of
the Society of Medical Jurisprudence noticed in our
last issue. A portion of the report was as follows :

That the provisions of our Constitution " that
cruel aud inhuman punishment shall not be inflicted "

should be enforced by appropriate legislation, and all

existing statutes repugnant to either its letter or

spirit be repealed. That hanging should be abolished
as cruel and contrary to the public sense of our civil-
ization. That as a substitute for the present death
penalty, we would recommend : (a) death by the
electric current ; or (b) death by hypodermic or other
injection of poison ; or (c) death by carbonic oxide
gas injected into a small room in each jail, as recom-

mended by Prof. John H. Packard (Medico-Legal
Papers, Vol. Ill, p. 521), giving our preference to the
first, or death by the electric current. That in our

judgment executions should be private, and not pub-
lic. That if it were possible to prevent the publica-
tion of details of executions in the public press, it
would be a public good. That the bodies of criminals
should be delivered to the medical schools, after exe-

cution, for dissection.
This report, which was adopted by the Society, is

intended to be limited to the subjects embraced in the
report now before the Legislature, and it expresses
the opinion that the commissioners who prepared the
latter are entitled to the thanks of the Legislature and
the public for the able and exhaustive labor they have
bestowed upon the matter.

MEDICAL NOTES.

—

A Committee of the Trustees of the Johns Hop-
kins Hospital, at Baltimore, is to visit Boston and
New York next week in order to inspect the hospitals
of those cities.

NEW YORK.
— The Legislature has appropriated $185,000 for

the erection of a new State asylum for insane crimi-
nals, which is to be located near Fishkill village, in
Dutchess County, and will have in connection with it
a farm of 246 acres. In addition to a central admin-
istration building, there will be six general pavilions,
two infirmaries, and two isolated buildings planned
especially for the most dangerous and violent class of
cases. The plans for the various buildings, which
will be of brick, with stone foundations, have been
prepared by Capitol Commissioner Perry, of Albany,
and it is designed to make the hospital a model insti-
tution of its kind.

—

In the Section on Public Health, Hygiene, and
State Medicine of the Academy of Medicine, on
March 16th, Dr. C. L. Dana read a paper on "The
Influence of Immigration on the Increase of Mental
and Nervous Diseases." In 1880, he said, the per-
centage of our foreign-born population was over one-

eighth of the whole nation. About one-quarter of
the persons who are of an age susceptible of insanity
are foreign born, and such persons furnish a little over

one-quarter of our insane. Evidence exists showing
a greater proportional mortality from nervous diseases
in large cities among foreign-born adults than among
natives. But, taking the entire population, the death-
rate from all nervous diseases is much greater among
natives, owing to the prevalence of such diseases
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among children ; while the direct influence of immi-
gration in increasing nervous diseases is not great.
Dr. Dana pointed out that implicit reliance could not
be placed on the statistics which have been gathered
in regard to insanity in this country, and his studies
had led him to believe that it was wiser to treat the
subject from a conservative point of view. The con-

clusion that he arrived at was that immigration tends
to increase insanity indirectly through the influence
of social life and through the introduction of poor
uervous stock.

— The twenty-seventh annual commencement of Bel-
levue Hospital Medical College was held at the Car-
negie Laboratory, March 12th, when a class of 144
was graduated.

— There were eleven graduates at the College of
Veterinary Surgeons, which held its commencement
exercises March 13th.

— The twenty-second annual commencement of the
New York College of Dentistry was held at Chicker-
ing Hall, March 10th. There were 72 graduates,
and the address to the class was delivered by the Rev.
Dr. Thomas Gallaudet.

— The recent blizzard caused considerable delay in
the removal of two small-pox patients from different
sections of the upper part of the city, and on the way
to the hospital, the sleigh containing one of them was

upset in a snow-bank.

Miscellany.
THE LATEST THERAPEUTIC NOVELTY.

A case not less instructive than amusing is, we
learn from an English contemporary, about to come
to legal issue in London before long. Two years ago
a London doctor had on his list of patients a lady long
suffering from an affection of the face and jaw, which
baffled the arts of the faculty. She changed her resi-
dence from London to a provincial town, but kept
herself in the hands of her London doctor by letter.
Finding the ailment obstinate, and the patient some-
what hypochondriacal, the doctor wrote in the end
saying he had exhausted his resources, and adding his
opinion that Tempus edax rerum was the only remedy.
Straightway the lady hied herself off to a local chemist,
and applied for the specific as set forth in the letter.
The attendant, it will be contended, through deliber-
ate dishonesty, made up a bottle for which he charged
7s. &d., and at the patient's request registered her
name as a customer to whom the remedy was to be
regularly supplied. She continued using and paying
for the sham medicine for over a year and a-half. Com-
ing to London for the Jubilee, she chanced to meet her
former doctor, who was astonished to find himself
gratefully thanked for his invaluable prescription. He
wrote at once for an explanation, and the next stage
of the business began with the disappearance of the
assistant, and the denial of any responsibility of the
chemist, but, nevertheless, the case stands for trial.
The plaintiff, has it seems, been an invalid from her
twentieth year, and has paid for medicine alone over

£2,000.

VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM.
Dr. Auvard in the Gaz. Hebdom., No. 34, writes

of his observations regarding the action of viburnum
prunifolium as follows :*

Three preparations of the drug are principally used,
—

the fluid extract, the soft extract, and the tincture.
Dr. Auvard's experiments were made with the tinc-

ture. This (one to five) can be given in doses of
100 to 150 drops in twenty-four hours. The active
principle seems to be viburnin, which was first discov-
ered by Van Hallen, but as yet it has not been exper-
imented with. Indications for the use of viburnum in
threatening abortion are the same as in the prophy-
laxis of the aborta. According to Auvard, the drug
should not be used in the following cases :

(1) When the fœtal membrane is torn and the
water has been discharged. However, when during
the sixth or seventh month of pregnancy there is-a
rupture of the membrane but there are still hopes of
preventing a miscarriage, viburnum may be used.

Auvard cites a case of a young primípara, in the
sixth month of whose gestation there was a rupture
of the fœtal membrane, and the woman had for five
weeks been losing large quantities of amniotic fluid.
The drug had been used all the while, and in conse-

quence the woman was able to make a three hours'
journey, and not until three hours later did she givebirth to a living child.

(2) Viburnum should never be used if the fœtus is
dead.

(3) When labor is well under way and the birth
expected momentarily, or if a miscarriage has com-
menced.

(4) When the mother has a severe illness which
contraindicates the causing of any delay in the birth.

Dr. Auvard cautions practitioners to abstain from
using viburnum for severe after-pains until the uterus
has been washed out.

In gynaecology viburnum is valuable in dysmeuor-
rhœa. It also has a highly beneficial effect on colic
of the bowels accompanied by diarrhoea. Viburnum
is preferable to opium in such cases for the following-
reasons : it is not toxic, it does not cause constipation,
and its action is a more local one.

Viburnum does not seem to have any injurious ef-
fect on the stomach, and is always well borne.

Dr. Auvard advises the use of the drug iu the fol-
lowing formula :

R Tincturi viburni prunifolii (1 to2).
S.— 10 drops every hour until the pain has ceased.

INDEX MEDICUS.
It is a constant source of humiliation that the " In-

dex Medicus " is not more widely supported. The
following article from the Therapeutic Gazette, tells
the present condition of the publication.

There is no profession in which the spirit of re-
search and of literary activity, is as strong as it is in
the medical profession. Indeed, according to our

thinking, it would be better for the profession if its
activity was somewhat checked; at least it would be
much easier for those of us whose position requires
that they should keep ahead or abreast of the ever

'See Therapeutic Gazette, February 15.
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